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l ADVERTISEMENT. ">  |j 


THE Public have a ales upon the Editar te 
be ſatigſi ied that the Jour following Diſcourſes Bp 
which are publiſhed as the late Dr. IFatts's, | 0 ; 
are indeed the production of his pen. | 74 

Their authenticity is eſtabliſhed by the atteſta- zh 
tion of the late Sir Thomas Abney, in his oun 
hand writing, and are printed from his Many- ; | 

Though the date of his name at the end of 1 
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the Sermons is *©* Theobalds, May 30, 1713, | 
$ the title prefired is Four Sermons on Job if 

2. by Mr. I. Watts, 1702;” ſo that by this 4 
* inſcribed it appears that the Doctor was 4 
at the time of their compoſition, only about 27 8 
years of age. This circumſtance is mentioned 6 
tat fo diſtinguiſhed an Author as the Door {2 
ug /t not be degraded from his proper rank by Ko 
the ſerere critic, from the publication of what bl 


This Manuſcript is left with Mr. Thomas Conder, Bookſeller, 
Ps. zo. Bucklerſbury, London, where any perſon poſſeſſing the hand 
Writing of Sir Thomgs Abney may ſatisfy themſelves of theſe Sermons 
ting genuine, 
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continues, and will continue to the lateſt period, 


" 
1 


is culculated ſor the general uſe of ſerious Chriſ: 
tians, who cannot but prize any crumb that may 
fall from a table which has furniſhed ſuch « 
rich variety of fbod for the niceſt palates. 

The proprietor of the Manuſcript has no pe- 
cuniary objet in view, but will conſider himſelf 
amply repaid if he ſhould have reaſon to hope, 
that, by this publication, (born as it were out 
of due time, and under ſome diſadcantages ) the 
woice of him may again be more particularly and 
uſefully attended to, who, though long dead, 


both in proſe and verſe, to ſpeak to the edifica- 
tion of the Church of Chriſt. 


June 6th, 1799, 
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SERMON, I. 


JOB, X. 2. 


I will ſay unto God, Do not condemn me; ſhew 
me wherefore thou contendeſt with me. 


Tims book of J ob is a hiſtory, of ſorrows 
and complaints, and a ſweet treaſury from 
whence we may derive many uſeful inſtruc- 
tions how to behave ourſelves | in a day of 
trouble: and truly it is well for us that God 
has leſt one part of lacred ſcripture to teach 
us leſſons under afflictive providences, ſince 
Man is born to affliction;“ and we have of- 
ten need to put ſuch inſtructions into practice. 


This good man, who is the ſubject of this 
book, is under {harp trials and ſcourges by 
God's appointment. His large eſtate was ru- 
ined in one day; he loſt all his children by 
one ſtroke of providence; he was tormented 
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in his fleſh with ſore diſeaſes and ſtrong pains; 
and befides all this, he tells ns, that God 
made him to poſſeſs the ſins of his youth. 
Here then were afflictions of both kinds, that 
touched his fleſh ſorely, and pinched his ſoul 
too, and therefore, fays he, in the firſt verſe 
of this chapter, My ſoul is weary of my 
life.” And who of us would not be weary of 
living here, if undef ſuch exerciſes as Job was 
at this time? „ will teavemy complaint upon 
myſelf.” This is rendered differently by expo- 
ſitors: ſome ſay it is to be taken in the way 
of queſtion. Shall I leave my complaint in 
myſelf? No: I cannot do it: I will, T muſt 
peak in the bitterneſs of my ſoul. Or, in the 
way of poſition, and ſo it may ſignify, I will 
leave my complaint upon myſfelf; T'only will 
be anſwerable for it if I offend in this my 
complaining: And what is it he ſays? 1 
wilt ſay unto God, Do not condemn me, &c.” 

As though he ſhould ſay, Town, in the ſight 
of God, guilt enough lies upon my foul, for 
which I might be the juſt object of wrath and 
indignation, yet do not thon mark my iniqui- 
ty, but exercife pardoning grace to me.” But 
there may be a further ſenfe alſo included in 
the words; for, as you know, under the Old 


Teſtament fpiritual promiſes were expreſſed 
* in 
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in earthly metaphors; ſo frequently God be- 
ſtowed earthly bleſſings, together with ſpiritu- 
al ones; and, both in the literal and myſtical 
ſenſe, promiſes were often accompliſhed, and 
temporal bleſſings were often pledges of eter- 
nal ones. And with regard to this ſays Job, 

Do not thou condemn me; Do not only 
pardon the guilt which thine eye beholds in 
me, but deliver me from preſent troubles, and 
thereby free me from the unjuſt charges of 


men; that though my friends accuſe me ok 


hypocricy becauſe thou afflicteſt me, yet let 
my innocency appear from the hand of God, 
by finiſhing my ſorrows and reſtoring me a- 


gain to peace.” This may be the prayer of 


Job, that God's removing his afflictions from 
him might be a good ground, both to vindi- 
cate his uprightneſs before men, and to hope 
that God would never condemn him in this, 
nor in the other world. 

But in this time of the New Teſtament, I 
ſhall inſiſt only ou the firſt thing implied. Do 
not condemn me, mark not iniquity, let me 
have thy pardoning mercy, and then I thall 
be glad to know why - thou contendeſt with 
me.” = 

From the firſt part of theſe words I will 
raiſe ſeveral doctrines, and as I go along en- 
deayor to apply them to our ule. 
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If we compare this verſe with the prece- 
ding,. we find he would ſpeak in the bitterneſs 
of his ſoul, and the firſt thing he will ſay to 
God is, Do not condemn me;” whence the 
firſt doctrine may be inferred, viz. 

DocTRINE, 1. JVhen the ſoul is full of bit- 
terneſs and wants vent for its ſorrows, God is 
the fitteſt friend to break them to. — ** In the 
bitterneſs of my ſoul I would ſpeak.” 

Perhaps ſhould our full forrows find a vent 
before men, we might be apt to run into vio- 
lent ſpeeches to our friends, but if we ſpeak 
to God himſelf there muſt be a greater awe 
upon our ſpirits; beſides God alone can re- 
move our aftlictions, and quiet the ſpirit un- 
der them. Tis God alone can ſpeak peace 
by taking away the occaſion of trouble, or 
giving a ys 4 ſpirit. 

Let this then be our practice. Learn by 
this example, whatever troubles we are under, 
to make our firſt application to God, and if 
our ſouls are in bitterneſs let us vent it to 
him. A 
The ſecond doctrine which may be raiſed, 
by comparing the firſt part of the verſe with 
the ſecond, (tis “ thou contendeſt with me,) 
may be the following, wiz. 


Doc. 2. That a Jull perſuaſion that tis 
God's 
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God's own hand which afflicts a ſaint does not 
affright him from ſeeking to his Father. 
Though he looks at God as one who at pre- 
ſent uſes his rod towards him, yet he looks at 
God too as the fitteſt perſon he can apply to. 
We find David frequently does this: when he 
complains and mourns before the Lord under 
the chaſtiſement of his hand, he does not fly 
from his God, but draws nearer to him. A 
child of God well knows that 'tis in vain to 
cry unto creatures when God afilicts him; for 
they muſt all ſay there is nothing of help or 
conſolation in them: there is nothing in them 
can give comfort; for if God hide his face 
who can ſpeak peace ? There is nothing in 
any creature, but as God's wiſdom ſhall ſee 
fit to make creatures the inſtruments of his 
diſpenſaions towards us; and therefore we 
can receive no mercy from them, but as God 
ordains and permits it. This a child of God 
well knows, and ſo applies to the firſt cauſe. 
"Tis God alone ſets us low, and he alone can 
raiſe us high again. I kill, ſays God, I 
make aliye, tis my prerogative to do both.” 
In the fit of this a child of God flies to his 
father, though his father afflicts him. *Tis the 
character of a ſinner, and one that is far off 
trom God, that he knows not God, and has 
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10 
no true faith in him, but runs further from 
God, when God from heaven ſtrikes him. So 
that rebellious king of old, Jehoram the ſon of 
Ahab, when he had been long under the cor- 
recting hand of God, ſaid, I will wait for 
the Lord no longer, for this evil is of the 
Lord. But this is quite different from the 
character of holy Job, who flys to God, and 
reſolves to truſt in him though he. lay | 
him.“ | | 

Doc. 3. Every child of God knows that 
God can charge him with much guilt, though 
the eye of man cannot fee him guilty. — 1 
will ſay unto God, Do not condemn me.” 

Job therefore well knew he had ſomething 
Juſtly condemnable in him, tis implied in the 
requeſt, And though he could appeal to God, 
Thou knoveſt that I am not wicked,” yet 
afterwards he acknowledges to God that he 
was a ſinner; I have ſinned, what ſhall I 
do unto, thee? The ſaints in ſcripture are not 
called wicked ; that 's a word which belongs 
ouly to thole who are afar off from God. 
Though he had not this character, yet he 
ſays, „ have ſinned, what ſhall I do, &c.” 
Job, I muſt confeſs, was a rare inſtance in re- 
{ſpect of his carriage to his fellow-creatures; 
tor he was a man on whom God beſtows the 

beſt 
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beſt character that ever he did on man; 
There is none like him. And therefore, 
although Job might ſay, Thou knoweſt that 
Jam not wicked,” and could ſay, IJ am in- 
nocent from the accuſations of villainy and 
hypocricy,“ yet, who of us can ſpeak as Job 
did, and vindicate all our actions that fall un- 
der the cognizance of man? Yet this man, 
as holy as he was, acknowledges his ſins were 
many to God, and gives God an acknow- 
ledgement of his right and power to condemn, 
and intreats he would not exerciſe it. 

Doc. 4. The time of affliction is the moft 
proper ſeaſon to review fin and confeſs guilt. — 
In the time 'of proſperity rejoice, ' but in the 
time of adverſity conſider.” | 

Conſider wherein thou haſt * aw 
and done amiſs; then indeed it is moſt natu- 
ral we thould reflect upon ſin too: for fin and 


affliction follow each other as cauſe and effect, | 


and the firſt cauſe of all afflictions was fin. 
"Tis moſt proper to be humble when God's 
hand is lifted over us and fallen upon us, 
whatever thoughts we may have had of fin 
before. What flight thoughts of diſhonoring 
God in a time of health! yet when fickneſs 
and the hand of God is upon us, we cannot. 


then help thinking ſin a dreadful thing, if we 
have 
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have any ſenſe of it. Then, as the Pſalmiſt 
ſays, Deep calleth unto deep;” and depths 
of ſorrow bid me remember the depths of ſin. 

I might give many reaſons why a ſeaſon 
of affliction is a proper ſeaſon to review ſin in, 
but I go on to 
Doc. 5. Pardon in the fight 'of Gt is the 
firſt: and greateſt 'mercy that a ſuffering. ſuint 
can dęſire.— I will Jay unto God, By not 
condemn me.” 

The eflildren of God are more afraid of fin 
than of ſorrow ;' this is but the effect, that the 
cauſe: therefore they defire to have fin firſt 
removed. Sin muſt firſt be forgiven, tis the 
great thing that burdens the foul of a ſaint ; 
for where ſin is not removed we have little 
reaſon to hope that forrow thall. So you find 
good David, where he mourns and complains 
before God, m the fifty firſt pfalm, there is 
ſcarce any expreſſion deſiring the removal of 
affliction, but all for pardon. *© Purge me 
with hyſſop, &c.” He defires that every thing 
ſinful may be removed from him. To this 
dottrine I ſhall fpeak a little more at large 
than I have done to the former; and, Fir/t 
give ſome reafons why a child of God under 
afflictions, moſt earneftly and in the firſt place, 
deſires the removal of his guilt; and, Secondly, 
apply the ſubject. | — 
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The reaſons are theſe; "9 
Firſt, Becauſe an afflicting and condemning 
God is a thought they cannot bear; there- 
fore they beg that though God ſhould conti- 
nue to afflict, yet that he would not con- 
demn them. They know, in ſome meaſure, 
what the deſert of fin is, and the terrors of 
the Lord to be more dreadful and heavier 
than outward ſufferings ! and therefore it 1s 
that Job, in the agony of his ſoul, complains 
that, © The arrows of the Almighty ſtick ſaſt 
in me, &c.” You ſcarcely hear him ſpeak 
heavier words of ſorrow throughout his whole 
book than theſe are: They are. heavier 
than the ſand of the fea, My words are 
ſwallowed up with the thought that a terri- 
ble God has let looſe his hand upon me, and 
does not ſhew me his ſmiling countenance. ” 

Jeendly Pardon is the greateſt mercy, for 
where there is no pardon of fin, temporal at- 
fictions are but forerunners of eternal ones. 
Sorrows here on earth are pledges of forrows 
that will never end, to ſouls that have no 
pardon : this adds great weight to every 
ſtroke of the hand of God, and makes every 
wound the deeper: but where a ſoul can 
hope in future comforts, and by faith view a 


juſtifying God, can look beyond earth and 
| C | a time 
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time, and ſee the pleaſures that are prepared 
at God's right hand, ready to be beſtowed 
on him; this lightens every grief, and takes 
away the ſting of anguiſh. Tis a dreadful 
thing when I am under ſorrows to think that 
theſe ſufferings are part of my ſatisfaction 
to divine juſtice for ſin, which ſhall never be 
fully ſatisfied ; that they are part of the curſe 
of a broken law that ſhall lay on me for ever; 
and ſo it muſt be if my fins are not pardoned. 
But the joy of a ſaint has ſweet and comfort- 
able grounds when he can hope God has for- 
given his iniquity and taken away his fin, 
becauſe Jeſus has made atonement for him; 
but there are other kind ends for which his 
Father ſees fit at preſent that he ſhould lie 
under ſorrows. * The ſting of death is fin, 
and the ſtrength of ſin is the law ;” but, ſays 
he, I cau cry, O death where is thy ſting*” 
Now if death, the greateſt of temporal afflic- 
tions, has no ſting in it, where the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt has anſwered for that ſin, which is the 
ſtrength of the law, and whereby death 
comes, certainly all Iefs TS wy no 


— 


ſting in them. 

Thirdly. Pardon of ſin is the firſt and 
moſt valuable mercy that a ſuffering ſaint de- 
res, tor nothing but this can give eaſe to an 

| awakened 


15 
awakened conſcience under afflictions. Some- 
times a child of God may, for a conſiderable 
ſeaſon, have a conſcience, as it were, ſtupifi- 
ed: David was ſo for a long time aſter his 
fin, but his afflictions aw oke him. He cried 
out dreadfully under the ſenſe of fin and ſor- 
row ; and nothing could adminiſter eaſe but 
the light of God's countenance, and the par- 
don of his guilt. Friends are but poor com- 
forters when fin lies heavy to affright and 
terrify ; our neareſt relations are then but 
empty pleaſures, and all the delights of life 
bitterneſs. If God withdraws his face, his 
children can look upon nothing with com- 
fort and pleaſure : all things without this 
cannot give them the leaſt ſatisfaction or con- 
tent ; for while God is their enemy their ſouls 
can never be at peace, *Tis the pardon of fin 
under ſorrow that gives the firſt eaſe to the 
mind : the firſt ſatisfaction and pleaſure that 
we can receive is from a hope that God will 
not condemn us; and this is what the Pfalm- 
iſt, after his recovery, bleſſes God for. Bleſs 
the Lord, O my ſoul : and all that is within 


me bleſs his holy name. Bleſs the Lord, O 


my ſoul, and forget not all his benefits : Who 

forgiveth all thine iniquities, &c.” 
Fourthly. A faint deſires with the greateſt 
Ws earneſt- 
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carneſtneſs the ſenſe of pardoning mercy un- 
der affliction: for we can have no ground to 
expect the removal of our afflictions them- 
ſelves, if we have no hope of pardon. is 
true, God has made promiſes of forgiveneſs to 
ſinners, to every one that will come; but he 
has made no promiſes of peace to them whom 
he.has not forgiven : The promiſes belong 
to the ſaints, to thoſe who lay hold of them 
by faith; but, There is no peace, ſays my 
God, to the wicked.“ What an addition 
muſt it be to every ſtroke of the afflicting 
hand of God, to think I have no ſhare in his 
love, and therefore have no ground to hope 
for the end of theſe ſorrows ! "Tis the very 
miſery of hell to be languiſhing in ' ſorrow 
without hope. But if under afflictions in this 
world, I can look up to heaven and ſee a 
{ſmile upon the face of God my Father; if I 
can hear him telling me, by his Spirit apply- 
ing his word to me, that he will not condemn 
me, then he that has given me the greateſt, 
will, I hope, in his own time, give me the 
lefler alfo ; then I have a thouſand ſweet pro- 
miſes to have recourle to, both for this lite 
and that which is to come ; and can reſt aſ- 
ſured that God will remove my afflictions 


when he ſees the fitteſt time. He that has 
removed 
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the mountains of my ſins will remove the 
molehills of my ſorrow. 
Fifthly.” A ſenſe of a juſtifying God gives 


us many ſweet thoughts under trouble, and 
helps us to bear it. Not only does it give 


us encouragement to hope that God will re- 
move our ſorrows when he ſees fit, but we 


have alſo abundant helps to bear thoſe ſor- 


rows while they are continued, if we can ſay, 
My God does not condemn me ;” by this 
means intolerable burdens are made light 
and eaſy. When Job complains that God 


had withdrawn from him, and“ marked him 


out as a butt for his arrows to ſhoot at,” then 
it is he begins in impatieuce; and no won- 
der, for tis a burden more than man can bear, 
Only the Son of God himſelf ſupported that 
human nature, which was united to the God- 
head, to bear the guilt of ſin. 


I will inſtance in a few of thoſe comforta- 
ble thoughts, that a child of God may have 
under the greateſt ſorrows, when he can ſee 
his Father juſtifying him, 


Firſt. He ſees God loves him, and will in- 
flict no more than is neceſſary. God. loves 


him, and therefore his ſtrokes are ſtrokes of 
mercy ; 


we ce f 
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mercy ; He chaſtens every fon whom he 
receiveth,” which has been a comfortable 
thought to many a ſoul under the burden of 
_ outward calamities. 

Secondly. Though I am loaded with many 
ſorrows, God bids me caft theſe burdens up- 
on him, and has promiſed to ſuſtain me. 
«© Caſt thy burden upon the Lord, &c.“ This 
is a comfortable encouragement to this duty. 
Leave your ſorrows with God, and he will 
bear them: and when he has taken away 
our ſins he will lay no more ſorrow upon us 
than he will enable us to bear. 

Thirdly. All my afflictions ſhall tend to 
my certain advantage in this life and that to 
come: In this life they ſhall b e ſanctified fo 
far as to make me further partak er of holi- 
neſs; and in the world to come, I ſhall have 
a ſenſe that Thoſe light afflictions, which 
were but for a moment, have wrought for me 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory.” 

Fourthly. Theu a child of God, when he 
ſees God does not condemn him, can medi- 
tate upon the terrible attributes of the Divine 
Sovereignty without terror. That which 
makes the devils under ſorrows gnaſh their 
teeth, and that makes ſorrow, to them that 

are 
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are afar off from God ſo intolerable, is, that 
God is ſuperior to them, and can keep them 
under their ſufferings for ever and ever; and 
this makes a deep impreſſion on a ſinner. 
But tis the delight of a ſoul, that can call 
God Father, to think of his ſovereignty and 
dominion. You ſee this exemplified in 1/azah, 
LXIV. 7 & 8. © Thou haſt hid thy face from 
us and conſumed us becauſe of our iniqui- 
ties ;” yet they had hope iu God's final and 
eterhal pardon, therefore they could comfort 
themſelves, and ſay, But thou, O Lord, art 
our Father ;” and then they can eaſily ſay, 
* We are the clay, and thou art the Potter ; 
thou mayeſt do with us whatſoever thou 
pleaſeſt ; but remember thou art our father.“ 
So old Eli, under that ſore ſtroke of provi- 
dence when his ſons were ſlain in one day, 
ſaid, It is the Lord, let him do what ſcem- 
eth him good.” But who of us could ever 
bring our minds to an acquieſcence in the ſo- 
vereignty of God, if we had no hope that he 
was a pardoning God too? 

Fifthly. All thoſe comforts and encou- 
ragements'that are given to us in Romans, 
VIII. are to be applied to a foul which can 
Tee a juſtifying God, and know * That all 
things work together for good, &c.” If God 
DOT, 5 be 
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be for us, who can be againſt us? And a. 
gain in the triumphant language of v. 33, 
Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of 
God's ele r&c.": 


A PPLI CATION. 


Firſt. If it be fo, if the children of God 
under temporal afflictious pray in the firſt 
place moſt earneſtly for a ſenſe of pardoning 
mercy, and it the comforts that ariſe from it 
are ſo great, then, in the time of eafe and 
health, let us labor aſter a ſenſe of ſin, and 

a hope of pardon; and let us not be ſatisfied 
without it. If men are born to affliction as 


= parks fly upwards, how can we promiſe our- 


ſelves ſecurity; and if ſorrow ſurpriſe us before 
we have any hope of pardon, what a dread- 
ful condition muſt we be in ! | 

Secondly. Thoſe that have believed in Je- 
fus, that have had a hope of juſtification thro” 
faith, ſhould keep up a fight of a forgiving 
God ; for that is the beſt preparative for ſuf- 
fering. As then you are not ſecure from af- 
flictions, never ſatisfy yourſelves to go a day 
without a fight of your freedom from con- 
demning guilt, without ſome hopes of par- 


don, 0 wreſtle aud be importunate with 
God 
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God with this petition, Do not condemn me, 
Let not the evidences of our love to God be 
blotted or darkened by a diſorderly courſe of 
life. Let us not loſe our evidences of a bet- 
ter world by our unwatchfulneſs, leſt ſorrow 
come upon us by ſurpriſe, and ſeize us at 
once, and we have all theſe things to ſeek 
which might be our ſupport. 


\ 
\ 


D SERMON | 


SERMON II. 


Jos X. 2. 


I will ſay unto God, Do not condemn me: ſhew 
me wherefore thou contendeſt with me. 


Havixsg finiſhed my meditations on the 
firſt part of the verſe, I proceed immediately 


to the latter part of it, to give ſome uſeful 


inferences for our inſtruction and direction, 
and to help forward towards heaven. 


1. The firſt Doctrine or Inference then is 
this, That when Saints are under affiictroe pro- 


vidences they take more notice of God's hand 


| than of the creature.—** Shew me wherefore 
thou contendeſt with me.” 


It is worthy of our remark and imitation 
that although almoſt all the ſorrows of Job 
came from the hands of the creature, yet in 


his complaints he acknowledges only God's 
D 2 hand 
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hand therein. The Sabeens and Chaldeans 
took his cattle; and, it is very probable, the 
Prince of the power of the air ſent the wind 
that blew down the houſe where Job's ſons 
were, and flew them all. It was the ſame 
wicked inſtrument alſo that inflicted his boils; 
yet I do not find that in all the mournful 
complaints this ſervant of God makes, he 
complains of thoſe rude and wicked hands, 
which were only inſtrumeuts in the hands of 
God to bring him under theſe ſorrows. —Shew 
me, ſays he, wherefore Tuo contendeſt with 
me; thine is the hand that I acknowledge 
in all my ſufferings. Several reaſons may be 
given why this becomes a ſaint ; why it is moſt 
natural, and alſo his duty ſo to do: For, 

1, This manifeſts our walking with God, 
and living upon him, owning him in all 
things: It is a ſign we hve too much upon 
the creature when we cannot fall under any 

afflictive providences but we are immediately 
and continually looking to them; it is a ſign 
we fetch our comforts from them, neglecting 
God who is the wile over-ruler of theſe affairs. 
It becomes a ſaint to live leſs upon the crea- 
tures, for he is born of God, nor make the 
things below enough to move his joy and 
ſorrow, for there are things above prepared 


for 
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for his comforts. It is giving too much to 
creatures, and more than God deſigned ever 
ſhould be, to make them the objects of our 
Joys and ſorrows continually. 

9, By this we preſerve ourſelves from thoſe 
paſſions, thoſe evil ſurmiſes of ſpirit which 
frequently we are liable to when we look only 
to ſecond cauſes; but a ſenſe of the hand of 
God overawes the ſoul of a faint. See this 
duty required and commended for the very 
ſame end that I mention it here, in Pſalm 
XXXVIIi. 7, 8. Reſt in the Lord, and wait 
* patiently for him :” (This was under afflict- 
ing ſorrows as the context aſſures us.) ** Fret 
not thyſelf becauſe of him that profpereth 


in his way, becauſe of the man who bring 


eth wicked devices to paſs. Ceaſe from 


anger, and forſake wrath; fret not thyſelf.” - 


It is anger and wrath that is the natural ef- 
fect of our looking to ſecond cauſes, and 
therefore our eye is commanded off from 
them. Sinners were inſtrumental in his ſor- 
rows; he was become the reprokch of the 
oh, but yet, fays he, I was dumb, I 
opened not my mouth, becauſe Thou did 

* it,” Let us conſider then how much fin is 
prevented, and how many uneaſy diſorders to 
our r ſpirits that are diſagrecable to others, and 
contrary 
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contrary to God's nature and law, are avoid. 
ed, by looking leſs to inſtruments and more 
to the hand of God. 

3. By this we attain greater peace and 
ſpeedier comfort under troubles; for when 
we have committed our ſouls and our bodies, 
all that we are, and all that is ours, into the 
hands of our God, we can truſt him with all; 
tor we have devoted all to him: we can reſt 
in his love, we can be ſatisfied in a kind pro- 
vidence that ſuffers us to be thus afflicted for 
a ſeaſon, and our ſouls are all at peace; we 
ran then believe he will conduct us by his 
grace, and though it be in a thorny way, yet 
it thall end in glory. There have been ſome 
not only ſo carnal but ſo ridiculous and ſenſe— 
Jeſs as to fret at the very pains and diſeaſes, 
and inanimate creatures which have been the 
inſtruments of their ſorrow; but, alas! by 
this our forrows are increaſed; ſor we ſhould 
look both upon rational aud inanimate agents 
as God's inſtruments, by which he accom- 
pliſhes his pleaſure towards us. It is in fome 
meaſure fretting againſt God when we conti- 
nually look at his inſtruments, and vent our 
anger againſt them. Would it not be ridi— 
culous for a man to fret at the {word that has 
wounded him? Thus it is with us when ve 

are 
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are looking only at inſtruments, and neglect 
the hand that manages them. 


Docr. 2. Faith believes that God affiiats not 
his creatures without reaſon. ** Shew me 
* WHEREFORE thou contendeft with me.” 


Job knew there was a reaſon for his afflic- 
tions, and he would fain know it. If need 
be ye are in heavineſs through manifold 


temptations :” There is a. Ny BE” in all 


the ſorrows God brings upon his people, elſe 
they ſhould not be. There are many reaſons 
and cauſes why God brings afflictive diſpen- 
ſations upon them. 

1. It is to teach the creature God's awful 
ſovereignty over him. When he overwhelmed 
the earth with a flood, and brought great 
deſtruction upon all living fleſh, it was a not- 
able inſtance of the Creator's ſovereignty over 
the works of his hands: The brute creation 
could not be charged with ſin that they ſhould 


be deſtroyed; yet God thews his own power, 
his infinite authority over all things. This is 
a doctrine we have need to learn, and we can 
never carry ourſelves becomingly as creatures 
towards a Creator without a particular and 
frequent reflection on the ſovereignty of God 

| over 
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over us. This is what good Job had need to 
learn more powerfully, as God tells him in 
the 40th and 42d chapters; and therefore 
when God ſpeaks to Job out of the whirlwind 
he only ſhews his almighty Arm: His power 
and authority are the chief ſubject of God's 
diſcourſe with him; hereby he confounds him 
and brings him to his foot, aud Job then ac- 
knowledged the ſovereignty that God preach- 
ed to him, and anſwered, **© I know that 
thou canſt do every thing, tharefone I ut- 
** tered what I underitood not.” There is 
nothing teaches this doctrine like affliction, 
Sore aſliictions, ſharp pains, and of long con- 
tinuance, ſhew us there is a ſovereign God 
that manages creatures as he pleaſes, and 
gives us no account of his matters. A foul 
when it has cried long, it may be, and mourn- 
ed before the Lord under its ſorrows, and 
God ſeems to ſhut out his prayer for a ſeaſon, 
the poor creature languiſhes under as much 
pain as the body 1s able to bear, then he 
cannot but fall down and ſay, Who am! 
* that I ſhould quarrel with the Almighty, 
** who might inflict a thouſand times more 
upon me if he pleaſed, and yet be juſt ſtill” 
There is nothing gives us a better ſenſe of 
God's ſuperiority over us, and teaches us to 

4 ; walk 
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walk more like to ſuch a doctrine as this is, 


than ſore affliction. Then we ſay it is fit 


worms ſhould be patient and ſubmiſſive under 
the hand of God, for it is fit he ſhould rule. 
Let us aſk ourſelves whether we have learnt 
any of this doctrine by any of our afflictions, 


whether it has been impreſſed upon us with 
power, more than the mere notion of it in our 
heads: to know it practically, to know it ſo 


as to walk conformably is not eafily learnt. 
Reaſon 2. Another great reaſon why God 
afflicts, is for the trial of the graces of his 
children; for the trial of their rFaiTn, their 
PATIENCE, and their no E more eſpecially ; 
though there is ſcarce a grace that a ſaint 
has but may be tried under afflictions. Faith 


is tried, for whatever belief we may have, or 


perſuaſion of the love and kindneſs of God to- 
Wards us when all things ſeem ſmooth and 


eaſy, yet it is hard to believe that God loves 


me when he is ſtill ſtriking ; hard to believe 
that there is continued love lengthened-out 
through many years of ſorrow. You find 
good David ready to faint and ſink under this 
temptation ; he was chaſtened every morning 
and therefore his foot almoſt ſlipped, he was 
ready to fall till he entered into the ſanctuary 
and there was made to confeſs, God is good 
E to 
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to Iſrael. Job ſometimes was in a better 
frame, Though he ſlay me yet will I truſt 
in him.” This is a trial of faith indeed, 
when God 1s flaying us yet to truſt in him, to 
bequeath ourſelves into his hands, whether it 
be ſor life or death, to believe that he will 
accept us and deal kindly with us: one end 
of affliction is, That the trial of your faith, 
being much more precious than of gold that 
periſheth, though it be tried with fire, might 
be found unto praiſe, and honour, and glory, 
at the appearance of Jeſus Chriſt. Keeping 
faith ſtill exerciſed by believing in his love 
and in his promiſes and kindneſs you cannot 
but rejoice though you are in manitold afflic- 
tions; then faith ſhews itſelf bright indeed : 
then the eye of faith appears to be ſtrong 


when it can look through the many dark 


clouds, and ſee the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
ſhining and ſmiling. 

PaTaENCcE allo is tried under afllictions 
God has a mind ſometimes to prove a ſaint, 
and ſee how long he will hold out under af— 
flictions; and this ſeems to be one end of Job's 
{orrows, that he might be an eminent inſtance 
of patience to the end of the world. What 
manifeſts more the ſoul's dependance and re- 
ſignation to God than ſubmittizt to him un- 

. der 
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ned 


der frowning proyidences? There is hardly a 
friend upon earth that we could truſt our 
ſouls with, and wait for his love if he were 
ſtill cutting and wounding us; but this we 
can do with regard to God, when he ftrikes 
zus, till he has ſtruck us down to the grave 
for then he will ſtrike us no more. 
Hor comes under trial too in great. afflic- 
tions; for then it is, if ever, we begin to ex- 
amine the ground of our hope, to fee whe- 
ther our hopes of happinefs be well built or 
not. There is many a chriſtian that would 
neglect the duty of ſelſ-examination almoſt 
entirely, if God did not, now and then, put. 
him in mind of it by the ftrokes of eorrection; 
but then a chriſtian cannot but look into his 
own ſoul, and ſee what is there amiſs; he aſks 
then, “Are my hopes well grounded?” This 
is the firſt thing a faint of God looks for; 
then is the time to call together all our evi- 
dences, and ſee whether they will amount to 
one ſtrong one. Let us fee then whether 
theſe graces are in cxerciſe; nay, let us fee 
whether we have them at all in us, whether 
there be any thing of faith in us, whether 
there be any patience, or ground of hope. — 
Let us examine ourſelves this day, for before 
the evening comes trouble may come and put 
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theſe graces under a trial: it is good to have 
them always in exerciſe; but it we neglett it 
God will ſtrike us to make them minded. 
When the child of God grows ſecure and car- 
nal the providence of God gives him a dread- 
Ful ſhake in all his powers and faculties; and 
then there is a ſearch made deep into the ſoul, 
what ſin and what defilemeut ought to bs 
removed; and here it is diſcovered alſo what 
valuable things there are under all this rub- 
biſh: and here perhaps ſome grace appears 
that is an evidence of a better hope. It is 
worth our while then to have afflictions that 
we may have this grace proved and exerciſed, 
Reaſon 3. To teach us ſeveral duties that 

elfe perhaps we ſhould neglect or never learn 
to practiſe. The principle of holineſs in the 
heart is the ſpring of all the duties of life, 
which according to the calls of divine provi- 
dence are performed. Holineſs, then in ge- 
neral, is to be promoted by all afflictive pro- 
vidences; and this is God's great end why 
he ſends fore afflictions upon us. God 
'*© chaſtens us for our profit that we might be 
„ partakers of his holinefs,” TI will inſtance 
in a few duties among many others, which the 
children of God are witneſles that they are in- 
ſtructed in, and that they have learnt them no 

8 other 
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other way but by the means of afflictive 

diſpenſations, as 
1, Compaſſion to others under ſorrow. 
Our hearts are perhaps hard, and we are un- 
concerned about the afflictions of others. 
Pains teach us to pray earneſtly for others 
that are under pains and fore troubles: for 
if we pray for ourſelves at ſuch ſeaſons as 
theſe becauſe we do not know how to bear 
theſe troubles any longer, they are ſo violent; 
then if we love our neighbours as ourſelves it 
will teach us to lift up our prayers for others 

under ſuch ſtrokes. 

2. To teach us the emptineſs of all creatures 
and all earthly enjoyments. I might appeal 
to your own judgments in a day of ſore trouble, 
howlittle, how mean, how inconſiderable have 
all the enjoyments of the world been! They 
are worth nothing of themſelves, they cannot 
help us under ſorrows. When God has made 
our fleſh upon us to have pains, and our 
ſouls within us to mourn, and no creature 
could take notice of this mouruing, then 
what empty things did they appear! O 
that the world may always appear to us little, 
for it is little, that we may always eſteem it 
as we do when we are under the correction 
of divine providence! How little influence 
has 
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has it in our real comforts, ſo ſhould it have 
in our real ſorrows. 

3. Humility and watchfulneſs are learned 
by frequent afflictions. When we ſee we are 
frail and weak, it beats down the pride of na- 
ture, and makes us walk carefully before ay- 
awful God. 

4. Spiritual mindedneſs has been taught hy 
forrows; and there is this reaſon for it, whilk 
we are at eafe and peace we live on the crea- 
ture, but when theſe pleaſurable enjoyments 
of life are all ſtruck off from us, then we look 
for better comforts than theſe; then our ſouls, 
if they have any thing of ſanctification, tend 

naturally towards God our portion and our 
hope; our thoughts then fly to ſpiritual things 
which we had forgot before. When a child 
of God has been long poſſeſſed of the things. 
of ſenſe, his father thinks it needful for him 
to ſhake all things about him that he may 
look upward to the things that cannot be 
ſhaken, and fix his hope there. 

5. It teaches us continual dependance upon 
God for daily conſtant help and ſtrength, 
peace and protection. It is too frequent with 
moſt (if they look into their own hearts) to 
think that health is a continual attendant on 
their nature, and when they go to bed they 

expect 
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expect to riſe again daily as the ſun riſes, 
but when God has given us many ſore nights, 
and we have been waking all night longing 
for the morning, thereby we learn that health 
is not ſo neceſſary an attendant on human na- 
ture as before we thought it to be, but a pe- 
| culiar gift of the divine providence: We are 
taught to depend upon God, to aſk every day 
our daily bread, but we are ready to expett it 
whether God heais or no; but afflictions will 
teach us to add faith to this prayer that it 
ſhould not be formal as it uſed to be. When 
God ſometimes removes theſe mercies froni 
us, he teaches us who gives them. In the 
precepts of his word we find plain and expreſs 
rules to manage ourſelves in every circum- 
ſlance of life, and to perform all our duty, 
according to the occaſion that providence 
gives us; but fooliſh creatures we are, we had 
need to be taught many things by experience, 
we find that the word and duty have little 
influence upon us unleſs we are made to feel 
what our duty is by the abſence of thoſe good 
things that we thought were neceflary to our 
natures., - But now we are taught 1t is our 
duty to depend always upon God for them. 
Have we learned any of theſe duties by af- 
fictions, or muſt we ſay God has waſted all 
| his 
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his rods upon us? If there be any thing mord 
particular under God's diſpenſations let us 
ſuppoſe that to be the very leſſon God would 
have us learn, —the duty he would have us 
practiſe, and never forget what and how he 
taught us. 

Reaſon 4. To deſtroy our ſins and give tf: 
timony of his diſpleaſure againſt fin even in 
his own people; God can be diſpleaſed with 
fin without hating the perſon ; and this is the 
moſt frequent cauſe of affliction : It is for 
ſome ſin or other; (Ifa. xxvii. 9.) © This is 
* all the fruit to take away your ſins;“ and 
this ſeems to be eſpecially deſigned in Job's 
deſire in the text: He would fain know what 
ſecret ſin there was for which he was then 
corrected. And that this feems to be intend- 
ed in the words, —I give two arguments. 

1. He deſires to know the reaſon why God 
contends with him. The word contends im- 
plies there is an oppoſition between God and 
the creature: when there is ſomething of ſin in 
the creature that oppoſes God, and God by 
teſtimony of his diſpleaſure oppoſes fin in the 
creature, then it is contending. As if Job had 
ſaid, there ſeems to be ſomewhat in me, that 
I cannot yet diſcover, that is contrary to thy 
nature, and ſo thou oppoſeſt it. So God 
| charges 
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charges Job (40) ” The IL Lord ſaid tanto Job 
* ſhall he that contend with the Almighty i in- 
ſtruct him?“ And Job ſaid, I am vile.“ 
There was ſomewhat in Job for which God 
ä with him. 
Another reaſon to prove that Job deſired 

8 rs to know in general why God might 

afflict him, but to know what was the ſin 
wherefore God contended with him, is, be- 
cauſe he prays to God juſt before, Do not 
* condemn me;” he thereby implies that 
there was ſin in him; and though he juſtified 
himſelf that he was no villain, hypocrite, or 
{ſcandalous liver, as his friends charged him 
to be, yet he did not juſtify himſelf in the 
eyes of an holy God; * I have finned, ſays 
* he, what ſhall I © unto thee r” 

Well, if this be the end of our Lord 
in correcting us, let us learn to ſubmit to his 
hand, to comply with his wiſe methods of in- 
ſtruction. Let us remember that the great 
end that God has in afflicting us, is, that we 
ſhould ſtill ſeek after and labour to obtain, 
that afflictions may yield to us the peaceable 
fruits of righteouſneſs, though for the preſent 
they ſeem not joyous but grievous to us. 
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Docr. 3. Compare theſe words with the 


firſt part of the verſe, * Iwill ſay to God do not 
condemn me,” and then this obſervation is 
natural from them, That a hope of non- condem- 
nation makes a further conviction of fin eaſy 
and defireable. 

Job would firſt ſay in faith and prayer, 
* condemn me not”, then ſhew and diſco- 
ver ſin to me: It is a dreadful thing to ſec 
ſin without a hope of pardon ; and ſhould God 
diſcover to ſuch a ſoul the whole of the evil 
there is in fin, how it oppoſes his own infinite 
Holineſs, and contradicéts that holy law of his 
which is built on infinite goodneſs and wil- 
dom, we thould not be able to bear ſuch 
thoughts in this mortal ſtate; for the evil of 
fin having a kind of infinity in it, would be 
too much for us to conceive of in our preſent 
ſtate without diſſolving our frame; and with- 
out hope of pardon too it would make 1t 
more dreadful and amazing. It is the very 
fight of fin without pardon that has occaſion- 
ed many wretched creatures to put an end to 
their preſent being in this world; they could 
wot bear the laſhes of conſcience when they 
could fce no hope; but, alas! this is a vain 
method, for that is the ready way to put 


themiclves without the verge of hope; and 
guilt 
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guilt muſt ſtand for ever before their eyes, 
hope and pardon they can never ſee. Nut 
- when God is pleaſed to ſend a comfortable 
hope that he has forgiven us, then we may 
with confidence beg for further conviction 
and difcoyery of our ſins in ordexz to adore a 
forgiving Gad the more. | 
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SERMON III. 


Jos x. 2. 


Seto me whereſare thou cantendeſt with me, 


Tur firſt part of this verſe we have inſiſted 
upon, I will ſay unto God, do not con- 
demn me;“ we have made an entrance alſo 
on the ſecond part of the words; and indeed 
ſuch diſcourſes as theſe cannot be eſteemed 
unneceſſary and unprofitable to creatures 
compaſſed about with afflictions as we are 
continually. Sometimes one ſtroke of provi- 
dence and ſometimes another makes our life 
full of trouble, and well ſpoke that holy man 
who ſaid, Man is born to trouble.” If 
God is pleaſed to ſend death into our families, 
or diſeaſes upon our bodies, or if God ſends 
troubles into our lives, the natural requeſt of 
a holy ſoul is, Shew me wherefore thou 
* contendeſt with me. " 

The firſt obſervation was, 1ſt. That in af- 
flictive providgnces a child of God looks 
more 
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more to his father's hand than to inſtruments: 


he takes notice of the providence of God in 
all the troubles he meets with, and knows it 
was by his father's diſpenſation that ſuch an 
affliction befel him. | 


DocTRINE 2. A ſaint believes that God 
afflicts not without reaſon. Faith always ſup- 
poſes there is a reaſon when God ſtretches 
forth his hand to afflict one of his children, 
and therefore Job deſires that God would diſ- 
cover the reaſon to him. 


DocTRINE 3. That a hope of freedom from 
condemnation makes further conviction of 
fin eaſy and defirable. When Job had hope 
in God's pardoning grace, he is willing to ſee 
further the reaſon why God corrects him in 
this world ; but it is a dreadful thing to have 
a diſcovery of ſin without a hope of pardon. 


DocTtrINE 4. A child of God under his 
fatker's correcting hand longs to know the 
particular fault for which his father afflicts 
him; and on this obſervation we fhall pro- 
ceed more largely. He knew: well there 
was fin enough in him for eternal condemna- 
tion, and ſo Job himſelf owns his fin to God, 

| 1 e 
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@ T have ſinned, what thall I do unto thee ? 

He acknowledges his guilt before God, tho? 

he juſtifies himſelf in thoſe refpctts wherein 

his friends condemned him; but there are 

ſome particular miſcarriages of the ſaints that 

God will viſit with ſtripes. The reaſons of this 
defire in a ſaint are theſe, 

Firjt, He longs to know.what is the fin for 
which he 13 afflicted, becauſe this ſeems to be 
the chief offence againſt God his father, ſince 
God takes more notice of this than of all his 
other fins. Perhaps it is a fin that is not fo 
great in the eye of the world, but it is a fin 
hereby the jealous God is provoked, and for 
which he teſtifies his diſpleaſure againſt his 
children more than any other fin. 

Second, Becauſe this is the chief hindrance 
of his own peace and comfort both inward 
and outward. When a ſoul has been under 
long forrows, he would withngly have them 
removed]; ſuch as Job's were in the text: he 
vas weary of his life, he tells us in the forc- 
going verſe, therefore he was earneſt with 
God to know what were the reaſons of Tucls 
alfliction as this; he deſires to know the fin 
that ſo the affliction might, be remoret; 
when the cauſe is deſtroyed the effect will 
ceaſe; when the cauſe is gone the effect va- 
nahes 
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niſhes too. You find Jo/hun making Tris 
enquiry after this in his camp (Joſh. vii. 
1, 6, &c.) Achan's wedge of gold which 
he covered with earth, that was taken away 
among the ſpoils, which ought to have been 
all deſtroyed; this was a fin againſt the ex- 
preſs command of God, and a fin for which 
1frael fled before the Canaanites: Joſhua 
therefore makes {trict enquiry after this ſin, 
that ſo God might return to the camp of I. 
rael again, and give them victory and tuccels 
as betore. 

Third, That he might ſee. more of the 
_ wiſdom, juſtice and faithſulneſs of God in his 
afflictive providences. When God made a 
covenant with all his ſaint's in Chriſt their 
head, under the name of David, he affures 
them ſometimes he will viſit their iniquities 
with ſtripes, but will not ſufter his faithfulne(s 
to fail; there is loving kindneſs and mercy, 
ſays God, in theſe very corrections that ſeem 
{ſevere and are ſometimes uneaſy to my people: 
And when we can ditcover that particular 
- guilt for which God corrects us, we ſee then 
that ſecret harmony of the wiſdom, love, and 
faithfulneſs of God, in teſtifying his diſplea- 
ſure againſt fin in every particular diſpenſa- 
tion that God is pleaſed to exerciſe a ſaint 
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with here. Thus, the perfections of the di- 
vine nature harmonize and agree together; 
and a bleſſed thing it is to diſcover this har- 
mony, to ſay, In loving kindneſs and in 
« faithfulneſs thou haſt afflicted me.” It is 
oue of the greateſt bleſſings of the future 
ſtate to conſider the wiſe conduct and manage- 
ment of a ſoul through the variety of ſna res in 
this world by the wiſdom and faithfulneſs of 
God till its happy arrival in heaven; and it is 
ſweet to a foul to begin this work here, and 
to ſee as much as may be of thoſe glorious 
perfections that ſhall be his ſweet entertain- 
ment for ever. We ſubmit much eaſier to 
afflictive providences when we ſee the reaſon 
of them, and the wiſdom that may be diſco- 
vered with them; then we confeſs that ſuch 
a ſtroke of the hand of God was well timed, 
and neceſſary to reduce us from the love 
of ſuch a ſin, and bring us back to the 
practice of ſuch a duty, There is nothing 
makes a child ſubmit eaſier to the correcting 
hand of his father than when he ſees it was 
needſul for him. 

Fourth, That they may humble themſelves 
before God for their ſin and mourn over it; 
and here is the character of a child of God, 
that repeutance ſtands ready as ſoon as his 

© Tas offencss 
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offences are known. Are our ſouls now in ſuch 
a frame as this is? Are we willing to have the 
iniquity of our hearts laid open to us, and is 
our ſpirit ready to hate and deſtroy it ? Are 
we ready to relinquiſh the love of every ſin 
when God ſhall diſcover it to us? No ſooner 
did our Saviour look upon Peter after his 
thrice denying his maſter, but he went out 
and wept bitterly. One look of God upon 
our ſouls, after ſin committed, in an affliétive 
providence ſhould make us mourn over that 

fin: and, 
Fifth, A faint. has this defire that he may 
not repeat the ſame fins, and incur his father's 
diſpleaſure again. A child of God would not 
have any quarrel between him and his father; 
he knows what it has coſt his Lord Jeſt us, even 
the pouring out his ſoul to death, in order to 
bring him near to God; he knows what it 
has coft himſelf, how nfany ſorrows and 
troubles of ſpirit before his God-and he came 
near together with love, peace, and joy, and 
he is not willing to have theſe ſcenes acted 
over again; he is aſraid of new contention, 
and knows the worth of reconciliation with 
God, and ſo would be at peace with him. 
Theſe are fome of the reaſons why a child of 
God 
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God is willing to know why his ſather cor- 
rects him. 


Docrxlxx V. Tt is God only can effettually 
convince us of the ſin jor which he corretts us, 
and theretore Job defires that God would 
ſhew him wherefore he contended with him. 


Here we ſhall firſt conſider what are the 
ordinary means that God uſes to diſcover fin 
to us under affliction, —ſecondly prove that it 
is none but the Spirit of God can effectually 
convince us of it;—thirdly, in what manner 
the Spirit of God diſcovers it, —and, fourthly, 
apply the ſubject. ; 

Firſt, What are the common and ordinary 
means whereby God under atllictions diſcover 
ſin to the foul? 

1. By the word of his law and goſpel, and 
that both written and preached: the law is 
on purpoſe to diſcover ſin, By the law is 
the Enonted: of {in;” and the goſpel, the 
book of the New Teſtament ſince our Savi- 
our's coming in the fleſh has diſcovered it 
much plainer than before. Let us not then 
refuſe the conviction of the word, nor put our 
fins out of the way to hide them from the 
light of it. If when we hear ditcourles delt- 

5 vered 
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vered to us upon ſueh ſubjects as may con- 
vince ust we then conceal our fins, this is 
not the way to remove ſorrows; for till we 
remove ſin God does not often remove our af- 
flictions: he ſhewed Job why he contended 
with him, and then he removed his ſorroy. 
Under any affliftive providence whatever 
you are called in a more ſpecial manner to 
attend to the word of God. Afflictions them- 
ſelves have a convincing nature in them, and 
when the word has any thing of conviction 
in it, this is a double call to the ſoul, and 
ought to have a ſtronger force upon us when 
God 1s pleaſed to call us to repentance. 

2. The admonition of a friend 18 another 
way whereby God is pleaſed to diſcover fin 
in aſllictive .providences: there is not one 
friend pays a viſit to another but God's over- 
ruling providence has an eye over it and a 
hand in it ;- and perhaps God has ſent one 
friend to another with a meſſage of convic- 
tion. Many times others can diſcern more 
than we can, eſpecially of fin in us; becauſe 
the eye ſees all things but itſelf, and love 
hides a multitude of tranſgreſſions; therefore 
God may make ufe of another to tell us of 
our ſins when we are very little apt to think 
of them. Thoſe who are below us in grace 
| and 
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and knowledge may be made uſe of by the 
providence of God to diſcover ſin to us that 
we did not ſee. 

3. The reproaches of an Ga are ſome- 
times a mean whereby God convinces of ſin; 
for theſe are under the direction of God too. 
David acknowledges when Shemei curſed him 
that God bade him curſe:” And he laid 
under the afflicting hand of God when “ he 
'* was made the ſong of the drunkards, and 
the reproach of the fooliſh.” Nathan was a 
friend that convinced David and was ſent of 
God; aud the drunkards that mocked him in 
the ſtreets were both taken by David as a re- 
proof ſent of God, and he was further convin- 
= of fin by them. 

Ihe manner and kind of the affliction 
whe ang ſeveral attending circumſtances 
and providences is a moſt frequent method 
that God uſes to convince us of the crime 
for which he corrects. The man of wiſdom 
will hear the rod and who has appointed it. 
(Michal vi. 9.) wheuce it is evident there is a 
yoice in the rod, and the man of wiſdom will 
hear it. That ſins are legible in afflictions is 
very evident from a great part of the hiſtory 
of both the Old and New Teſtament; and in- 
deed what are the hiſtories of - this world, of 

the 
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the lives of men, and the revolutions of na. 
tions but a narrative of theſe pnniſhment; 
falling upon perſons and nations for ſins. 
And this not only the wicked of the earth 
have experienced, but the ſaints of God alſo, 
— Jacob deceived his brother Eſau, and got 
his birthright from him; Jacob allo was im- 
poſed upon by his own children concerning 
their brother. In the New Teſtament Peter 
was more confident than any of the diiciples, 
and he fell more foully than any other; God 
recovered him for the glory of his own grace, 
and to make him a preacher of righteoulneſs 
to others, that they might not be high-mind- 
ed but tear. It would be too long to reckoy 
up inſtances of this nature where fin has 
been diſcovered in the puniſhment. If we 
would but remark our own faults and the pu- 
miſhments upon them we thould find our own 
fins in our ſufferings. If 1love a creature too 
well, God will blaſt my hopes, to teach me 
to love himfelf above all; if we are too fond 
of any near relation, God may puniſh that 
fondueſs by a removal of the delight of our 
eyes; or if we haye abuſed thoſe who were 
near relations or friends, God may take them 
away to teach us to abuſe his mercies no more. 
God can curſe all our blefings. Prayer i: 


may 
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may be has been neglected in a family, and 
that family has fallen under ſome ſtroke of 
the hand of God. If we will not hear when 
God ſpeaks in his word, he will not hear us 
when we ſpeak in our lamentations under 
afflictions: © Becauſe ye would note of my 
„ counſel I will not hear when ye cry.” If 
we have waſted our health in vanity, God will 
bring diſeaſes and weakneſs upon us to ſhew 
us our folly; and we find in leſs as well as 
greater providences an anſwerableneſs be- 
tween the ſin and the puniſhment. It is time 
then for us to reflect. We may ſay God con- 
tends with us as a nation in that there is 
war“, (although, bleſſed be God, it is not in 
our land) but let us mourn over the ſins of 
this nation that we may not be ſharers in na- 
tional ſorrows. God contends with us as a 
Church of Chriſt, then we are led naturally 
to aſk, Whether we have waited upon God 
with pleaſure and delight in church ordinan- 
ces? Whether we have'pleaſed ourſelves more 
in ſocial worſhip, and delighted more therein 
than in the ſociety of the world ? It becomes 
us all to aſk our own ſouls, Why does God 
contend with us? God contends with us as 2 
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* This was preached in the year 1792, during the war in the begin- 
ting of the rezgn of Queen Ante. 
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church in leſſening our numbers, by calling 
away thoſe who were joined to us in the fel- 
lowſhip of the goſpel. Let us enquire whe- 
ther or no we have received them with de. 
light and joy, and embraced them as from the 
hands of God, as a new additional mercy to 
us? Whether we have longed for the king- 
dom of Chriit, and rejoiced in the increaſe 
of it as we ought? Happy thoſe ſouls that 
have been made part of his houſhold, his mem- 
bers and family here on earth, that they 
may have a ſweet and comfortable entrance 
into the family of Chriſt above! This may be 
ground for us to rejoice upon their account, 
that God has fitted and called any away 
from this houſe, and made them citizens in 
his houſe in glory; yet let us hearken allo to 
what may be the voice of God reproving us 
in ſuch providences as theſe; let us hence- 
forth mark the inſtruction God gives by 


them, and pray more earneſtly for the addi- 


tion of ſuch to the church as ſhall be ſaved, 
Again, Does God contend with any of our 

families for the fins thereof? If he removes 

the head of the family, it 1s fit for us to exa- 


mine-whether we have carried ourſelves in 


all things ſuitably? Has God taken away one 
that was uſctul in a family ?—this is a time 
4 408: 
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för enquiry and examination. O that the 
whole — — ſpiritual advantage - 
by every ſtroke providence, and eſpecially | 
by this! that they may have their thoughts 
called off from earth to heaven, and be Rady 
to follow thoſe that are gone from them! 
that they may conſider their faith and con- 
verſation, and be imitators and ** followers 
* of thoſe who through faith and patience are 
5 now become inheritors of the promifes!” 
It is a. joyful thing to look upward to ſouls 
departed in the faith, becauſe there is abun- 
dant hopes' that they are encompaſſed with 
glory. Does God contend with any of us 
perſonally? Each is called to look to himſelf 
and ſeek for the cauſe of ſuch perſonal | trou- 


ble. 
5. By his Spirit he ſhews us our fin; this þ 
is the only effectual way. Providences thein- 4 


felves, though they ſpeak ever ſo plain, are | 

vain things unleſs the ſpirit accompanies them: | 

and the reaſons of this are, | | _ p 
1. Perhaps the fin for which we are afflicted 

lies very deep and ſecret in the ſoul, ſecret as 

Achan's wedge of gold that was hid under i 

ground, ard fo we cannot diſcover it; bet ; 

the Spirit of God, that ſearches the vi 

of God, ſearches the deep things of man to 
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Job, we may be ſatisſied, did not know w 
God, contended with him, at the time when 
he prays {*Shew me wherefore thou contendeſt 
e with me.“ He had not that due ſenſe of 
the awful. ſovereignty and majeſty of God 
which he ſhould have had, as appears in the 
beginning of the Artieth and * 

chapters. 
2. Becauſe it is perhaps ou account of ſome 
beloved ſin that we are loath to part with, if 
it lay open to our view, and therefore we are 
not willing to have it diſcovered; but the ſpirit 
of God when he comes, as Nathan to David, 
Chou art the man”, ſtrikes the conſcience, 
brings guilt to the eye of the ſoul, and ſays this 
is the fin for which God contends with him; 
and the ſoul that was unwillin ins to ſee it before 
cannot help ſeeing it now. 
3. All other ways and means of diſcoverin g 
fin may be evaded and ſhifted off, but the 
Spirit of God will make thorough monk, and 
he alone can do it. A darling fin that lies 
in the heart is very ready in excuſes; we are 
apt to ſay it may be this word of God that 
others think ſuits my caſe cannot be particu- 
larly applied to me; the reproach of an ene- 
my is: very unjuſt to me, or the providence of 
God ſpeaks ſomething elſe, and not to my 
particular 
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particular caſe; thus, they are all ſhifted off 
till the Spirit of God comes; he breaks 
through all oppoſition, through the bars and 
guards of a beloved ſin and diſcovers i it to the 
. foul, and will force him to ſee it. 
4. Becauſe the Spirit never deſigns to give 
away his office to any creature. Now it is 
the office of the Spirit to convince of fin, for 


When he is come he will reprove the world 0 


of ſin.” Sin may be written as with ſun- 
beams, and yet we have not light enough to 
read it till the Spirit pornts it out; it is there- 
fore needful that we implore the Spirit of God 
that he would make afflictions of uſe to our 
ſouls, that he may teach us by every ſtroke of 
his afflictive providences what our prefent duty 
is, what we have omitted, and committed, 

and lead us into the path of peace. But; 
for our caution, theſe three things may be 
neceſſary. 

Firſt, Let not Chriſtians of a melancholy 
frame conclude, if any ſuch providences have 
befallen them, that they muſt certainly be 
guilty of ſome great ſins; for there may be 
other reaſons for which God may exerciſe us 
with afflictions, viz. to manifeſt his ſovereign- 
ty, to diſcover how much he is Lord of all, 

for the exerciſe of our graces, for the trial of 
19S H 8 8 our 
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our faith and patience, and, for the diſcovery 


of them. Theſe ſometimes are the ends of God's 
aftlictive providences, as was ſhewn at large 
in the laſt ſermon. He: may take away the 
delight of our eyes and comfort of our life, 
yet perhaps there may not be ſo much 
ground to charge ourſelves of having been 
guily in theſe reſpects; yet we ought to at- 
tend to the calls of providences whenſoever 
any ſuch afflictions befal us, but we ought not 
with melancholy to accuſe ourſelves falſely, 
nor to overload our ſouls. 
Secondly, Let not our fouls be ſecure when we 
have been guilty of fin, though God does not 
reprove us in his providence; and the reaſon 
is evident, for if God ſhould continually re- 
prove and correct in this world, aud fin ,and + 
duty were puniſhed and rewarded in an exact 
proportion, it would make ſome think there 
was no ſtate of retribution hereafter. God 
thereſore ſometimes ſuffers ſinners to go on 
in a ſeries of pr oſperity Athen any ſevere 
{tr oke, Nor, | 
| Thirdly, Let any. of us, en forroxs 
neglect the voice of our friends, the word or 
providence of God, under a pretence that 
we cannot be convinced till the Spirit of God 
Aanyinces us. For member, that it is God 
. bimſelf 


37 


himſelf that uſes theſe methods; God ſpeaks 
by his eternal voice oftentimes before his Spi- 
nit. In the death of a relation God certainly 
ſpeaks ſomewhat to us, and it is hard if ve 
learn nothing when one that is near and 
dear to us is called away. The Spirit oſ 
God in his operations may be reſiſted for a 
ſeaſon by us; have a care therefore of this, 
for the Spirit oft ſpeaks ſo ſecretly to the 
mind and conſcience, and by ſuch rational 
and humane methods of conviction as tho' 
he had no immediate interpoſing operations 


on the ſoul. The voice of a friend or foe 


may be. his convincing voice. Remember 
too the Spirit of God frequently ſpeaks in and 
by his providences, and accordingly they may 
be ſent of God to teach us ſuch a leſſon, to 


inſtruct us for our improvement in righteouſ- 


neſs; and if we will not hear, the Spirit 
comes and makes us hear thoſe very provi- 
dences ; he opens the ear to hear inſtruction; 
ve ought not therefore to lay ſtill and uncon- 
cerned, but to be up and doing, ſearching 
our own hearts, and hearkening orattending to 
the voice of providences leſt we reſiſt the call of 
Cod in them; that ſo fin being removed God 
may return with more comfort to our ſouls, 


and 
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and we may walk in ſuch paths of holineß 
here, being led into them by afflictive pro 
vidences, that ſo the end of them may be the 
ſalvation of our ſouls. 


* 7 1 
1 


SERMON I. 


JoB X. 2. 


Shew me whereſore thou contendefl with me. 


Arres general obſervations raiſed from 
theſe words, you may remember the laſt doc- 
trine from the latter part of the verſe was 
this, a 

It is God alone that by his Spirit can effec- 
tually diſcover to us the ſin for which he con. ; 
tends with us; and therefore Job defires that ö 
God would ſhew him why he contends with þ 
him. We firſt mentioned the common me- 
thods that God uſes to diſcover fin to us un- | 
der affliction. 1. His word written or preach. = 
ed. 2. The admonitions of a friend. 3. The f 
reproaches of an enemy. 4. By God's pro- | 
vidence, —but all theſe of themſelves, if the 
Spirit withold or deny his preſence, are inef- 
tectual to convince us. The ſecond general 
aead therefore was, to give ſome reaſons why 
the 
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the Spirit alone can do the work. 1. Be. 
cauſe the ſin ſometimes lies deep 1 in the heart 
and very Tecret, and it is only the Spirit 
that can ſearch to the bottom of the ſoul 
2. It is often a beloved fin that God contends 
with us for, therefore we are unwilling to 
have it diſcovered, and none can do it power- 
fully but the Spirit of God. For, 3. We are 
ready to conceal fin from all other methods 
of conviction, and to think the word of God 
may be miſapplied, our caſe may be miſtaken, 
we are ready to think the providence of God 
ſpeaks no ſuch thing, but the Spirit alone 
can ſet it home. 4. Becauſe it is the parti- 
cular office of the Spirit to convince of fin, 
and he will not give his office to any crea- 
ture. The third general head which we pro- 
ceed to is, 

o ſhew how and in what manner the Spiri it 
effetually convinces. 

1. The Spirit gives us a clear, plain, and 
evident diſcovery of ſin; the providences of 
God may ſeem to be but dumb language, 
and it is by ſilent ſigns they point out {in to 
us; the voice of the preacher may be confuſ- 
ed and not uuderſtood, and the word of God, 
when it is read, may have a veil over it; the 


word is as a glaſs wherein we are ordered to 
look 
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book to ſee the ſpots of our ſouls; but the 
e, irit is as the ſun, without whoſe light the 
ol is uſeleſs. When we are in the night of 
darkneſs and oſforrowful perplexing thoughts, 
then the Spirit ſhines in his own light into the 
foul, and fin is diſcovered as the true reaſon 
why God corrects us and contends with us. 
Perhaps the foul has in its own enquiry been 
perplexed,” but when the Spirit comes it is 
with demonſtration and power. Whether 
it be to diſcover righteouſneſs or ſin, it makes 
the ſoul hear what Providence before ſpoke, 
and read plainly what is written in the word; 
it news in what part of Scripture the ſoul 
may read its own caſe and circumſtances, and 
teaches how to apply it : There 1s no teacher 
like the Spirit of God. 

It is an affecting and ſelſ-condemning dif- 
covery of ſiu that the Spirit of God gives us. 
Should we, by a due and rational conſideration 
of the word of God and his providence, ſind 
out ſuch and ſuch ſin in our hearts and lives, 
for which we ſuppoſe God would contend with 
s, yet we ſhould not be much concerned 
about it, unleſs the Spirit convinces us. 

There are a thouſand inſtances of this in a 
Chriſtian nation; mankind cannot be ſo ſtu- 
pid and brutiſh as to have leſt all ſenſe of re- 
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Kgion, or all in ward reproaches of conſcience; 
reaſon itſelf, examining the heart and lis 
by the rules of the law of God written in the 
conſcience, muſt needs convince and con- 
demn, but it cannot effect or move, or make 
the ſoul mourn unleſs the Spirit convinces, 
I might appeal to the conſcience of many, 
that when they have Þy a reflection on their 
own hearts and lives, and by comparing them 
with the word of God, found out and diſco- 
vered ſin, they have not been touched with 
ſhame, nor had the guilt of it loading and 
burdening the conſcience unleſs the Spirit has 
accompanied theſe meditations and reflections. 
We have often been willing to overlook fin, 
and pals by a beloved luſt, till the Spirit has 
drawn it forth and preſented it to our view; 
we have been ready if we found it out to let 
the enemy eſcape, but no ſooner has God dil: 
covered fin to our ſouls but we rejoice to and 
our enemy, and mourn to think there ſhould 
be ſuch an enemy within us. We then fay 
to ſin as Elijah to Ahab, © I have found 
c thee becauſe thou haſt ſold thyſelf to work 
% wickedneſs before the Lord, therefore will 
I bring evil upon theg:“ thus/the ſoul to fin, 
when convinced by the Spirit, I have found 
© thee, O my enemy, becauſe thou liaft becn 
. | 1 25 ihe 
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* the lurking evil in my ſoul, and the occa- 
e ſion of the contention between God and me, 
*and I will thruſt thee out.” The ſoul does 
not till then condemn itſelf as it ought before 
God. So Ephraim, when God corrected him, 
diſcovered I” guilt, (Jeremiah xxxi. 18.) 
Here was chaſtiſement, but that would not 
do of itſelf, therefore there was need of God's 
Spirit to turn the heart and to make him re- 
pent of his ſin. When he was inſtructed, he 
*« mourned and ſmote upoir his thigh,” and 

humbled himſelf before God. Has God diſ- 

covered fin to our ſouls under any ſorrows 

and rebukes of his-providence? Let us humble 

ourſelves before God, and be aſhamed to 

think there ſhould be any thing in our boſoms 

that God hates, and for which he contends 

with us. | 

When the Spirit of God difcovers fin it | 

makes the ſoul wait at the foot of God for 
pardon, for peace, and for deliverance. 
The ſoul that is not humble under the hand 
of God has juſt groynd to fear that he has not 
yet diſcovered the reafon why God's hand 1s 
lifted up againſt him. If God ſtrikes us by 
his providence, we are ſtubborn creatures in 
ourſelves and ready, like the church of olg, 
to go on frowardly in the way of our own 
12 ä heart: 


04 


mm— 
heart: this is the tendency of nature; but 
when God by his Spirit, lays ſin in all its 
dreadful colours open to our view, he ſheys 
how much evil there is in fin, and weſee what 
wretched worthleſs worms we are; then we 
cannot help throwing ourſelves down at the 
foot of God, and abaſing ourſelves in the 
duſt before him, Lgok back upon what you 
have felt under ſuch providences, when God 
has fr owned upon you by ſickneſs, and laid you 
under a load of trouble, and at the fame time 
couvinced you of the fin that occaſioned it. 
Have you not been ready to fink into nothing, 

and wonder that God ſhould have ſo much 
compaſſion as to correct you for ſin? - Then 

you waited at the foot of the mercy ſeat for 
comfort, and every word of hope, every whil- 
per of the Spirit you have attended to, How 
iweet- has it been to you, if hope has been ſet 
before you! You have thought it worth while 
to wait long upon God for a word of peace 
from him; to wreſtle with him earneſtly in 
public and private duties, and have been con- 
tent, to lic at his foot till his time of ſpeaking 
peace and deliverance was, come. We arg 
candy, if we underſtand any thing of the 
{kill of faith, very ready under fin and guilt, 
1 ſpcak Pes, to pur ſouls, by the applica- 
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tion of ſome promiſe, and all is well; but 
when God powerfully convinces of ſin under 
affliction, and ſays, * this is the reaſon of 
« my diſpleaſure manifeſted againſt you ſo 
„long,“ then the ſoul acknowledges it is 
God's prerogative to comfort; I create the 
fruit of the lips, peace; It is not then an 
eaſy matter to ſpeak peace to a ſoul,—then 
4 common application of a promiſe will not 
do; it is God himſelf muſt powerfully ſpeak 
it, Peace is not ſuch ſmall mercy, but God 
himſelf muſt give it, even to thoſe who are 
brought nigh to him, before the ſoul can re- 
joice in that peace. When David was under 
fore diſtreſs becauſe of fin, he waited till God 
ſhould ſpeak peace to him, and watched for 
a word of comfort more than they that watch 
„for the morning; I ſay, more than they 
* that watch for the morning;” three warm 
expreſſions in one verſe of his waiting upon 
God; and as the foul waits for pardon and 
peace to be ſpoken to it, ſo it waits for deli- 
verance alſo from the particular affliction, and 
that without quarrelling and repiuing: be- 
fore it was ready to wonder why God ſhould 
thus contend with it; what have I done 
that God ſhould lay his afflicting judgments 
on me more than on thoſe about me? But 

l 


66 


| F rm — _— 
there is no ſuch complaint and wonder when 


_—-- the ſin is diſcovered by the Spirit of God: 

the foul then fays, I am fatisfied and welt 

pleaſed, and cries out in humility of ſpirit, 

will bear the indignation of the Lord.” 

When we are once convinced of ſin by the 

= Spirit, we cry out, If Goc will but pardon 

* my guilt, and ſpeak peace to my con- 

** ſcience, and not condemn me; TI will bear 

© his hand till hethinks fit to take it off.” This 

is the language of a convinced ſoul under 
forrow. 1 

4. When the Spirit convinces of ſin under 

afllictions, it gives occaſion to the foul to bleſs 

God for aftlictions. If we cannot fee the rea- 

fon why we are afflicted, it is very hard to 

bleſs God for theſe afflictions; faith in the 

love, wiſdom, and grace of God, that he does 

not afflict willingly, or that he afflicts on juſt 

{ grounds, does not carry the ſoul fo far as this; 

but when the ſoul ſees evidently the reaſon 

why it was corrected, that if was to teach it 

ſuch a leſſon of righteouſnefs, to improve ſuch 

2 grace, and purge out ſuch a fin, then it 

bleſſeth God for carrying on his own work in 

his own way. When we can diſcover plainly 

that theſe forrows were ſent in kindneſs to our 

fouls on purpoſe. to wean us from this world. 

and 
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and to prepare us more for the enjoyment of 
God, then we rejoice that God has done it 
this way, and we are pleaſed fo ſee ſo much 
grace improved in our ſouls though it be by 
the means of affliction: If we value grace, 
holineſs, and the ſpiritual life within us we 
muſt bleſs God for that which promotes, in- 
creaſes and carries them on toward perfection; 
and begin that work here in time which 
we hope to continue to eternity, glorifying 
and praiſing God, whoſe wiſdom and juſtice 
harmonized and agreed together in this way 
of bringing us to glory: If we are refined as 
filver, we ſhall be glad to have our droſs re- 
moved, though it be by the furnace of afflic 

tion. © 
5. The ſoul, when under conviction of the 
{pirit, and when fin is diſcovered to it under 
affliction, is uſually for ever ſet againſt that 
in: the ſoul retains and remembers the leſ- 
ſon of duty when it has been inſtructed in it 
by an aftlicting providence. When Peter, by 
his ſelf-confidence, by truſting in his own 
ſtrength, and boaſting in his power, was ſuf- 
fered to fall, and when by one look of his 
Lord was brought to himſelf, he hated ſelf- 
confidence ever after, and bids us ** paſs the 
time of our ſojourning here in fear.” The 
very 
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very mention of a ſin for which God has fe- 
verely corrected us, will be reaſon of mourn- 
ing all our lives after; we ſhould abaſe our- 
ſelves at the mention of a fin which the Spi- 
rit of God has convinced us of. Thefe are 
ſome of the characters of that conviction of 
ſin which the Spirit of God gives us under 
trouble and ſorrow. | 


APPLICATION. 


1. To all in general. 
II. To thoſe that are now exerciſed witl, 
. aflictions from the hand of God the father. 


I. To all in general. —1. Search your own 
hearts diligently to know if unbelief and un- 
regeneracy be not that guilt for which God 
has or may contend with you: if it be, God 
may condenin as well as contend; and you 
have not ground for the ſame hope as Job had, 


who truſted in, and prayed to God, that he 


would not condemn him, in the ſame verſe, 
where he defires to know the reaſon why God 
contended with him; ſee, therefore, that this 
be not in your hearts, for that will be a rea- 
ſon of everlaſting contention between God 
and you, if not removed. Perhaps you may 
complain you have had difficulties and troubles 
in 


by 
in your life; conſider whether God be not 
dealing kindly with you, in order to bring 
you to himſelf, and then theſe are kind afflic- | 
tions, gracious promiſes, though they may be 
bitter. 4 
2. Whenſoever we ſee others under any 
ſorrow we ſhould admoniſh them with gentle- 
neſs, patience, and meekneſs, though we 
think their {in written never ſo plain in their 
aftlictions. We are ready to be angry with 
thoſe we inſtruct and admonitſh if they will not * 
take our admonition and reproofs, but re- 
member it is only God can make them effec- 
tual to convince of ſin, and let us not take 
the work of the Spirit of God out of his own 
hand as if we had power to convince of fin. 
3. Let us pray earneſtly to God for thoſe 
under ſorrows, that God would convince 
them for what fin he contends with them, 
for it is his work, and that in order to re- 


move affliction, : 
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II. To thoſe with whom God ſeems to coll 
tend, who are under his afflicting providences. 
1. At the time you are under ſuch afflic- 
tions adore the love of God in the Covenant 
of Grace, and that upon this account, he who 


Contends with you will not eondemn you. 
K tet 
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Let ſaints under ſorrow remember this, and 
they will find ſome comfort to ſupport them 
under it; review your evidences for heaven, 
what ground for hope you have: look to the 
hands of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt where you 
have committed it by faith; endeavour to ſee 
your ſouls ſafe there at the laſt day, that you 
may not be condemned though he contend 
with you. Remember there 1s no contention 
between God and you here, but that juſtly 
might have been condemnation ; and remem- 
ber again, for your further encouragement 
herein, that God deals more kindly with you 
in this reſpe than he did with his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, for when he was under the load of 
greater ſorrows than ever any ſaint bore, God 
the father condemned him at the ſame time 
that he contended with him; „It pleaſed 
God to make him fin for us who knew no 
ſin;“ and it was that he might contend with 
us without condemnation; let this thought 
then live upon your minds, that there 1s no 
reaſon for him to contend but there is the 
ſame to condemn, and wonder at his grace 
that diſtinguiſhes between theſe two. 
2. Under affliftions plead hard with God 
for the convincing ſpirit; cry to God as Job 
did, Shew me wherefore thou contendeſt 
FN | ” AO with 
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„e with me; ** diſcover to me whether it be 
for fin or no, or whether to exerciſe ſome 
40 grace, whether to diſcover me to myſelf; or 
« to manifeſt thyſelf to me in a way of ſove- 
„ reignty and majeſty, to teach me to be 
humble, to learn the leſſon thou vouldeſt 
„ teach me;” and let us not hide ourſelves 
from the convincing Spirit if he ſpeaks a word 
to our fouls in the preaching. of his goſpel, 
or in his providences by way of inſtruction; 
let us not contradict our own prayer. If we 
pray that God would diſcover to us the rea- 
fon of our afilictions, we ought to lay our 
ſouls open and ſearch them, and ſee where 
the light of the Spirit of God directs us to 
diſcover fin. If we have any guilt that is 
manifeſt to our conſcienees by his providence 
under afflictions, let us endeavour to purſue | 
this diſcovery, and ſee whether it be nat the 
true reaſon of God's contention, for it is by 
ſuch methods as this that God's Spirit often 
reveals fin to us. 

3. If fin be revealed to us under forrow, 
henceforth and for ever avoid that fin ; main- 
tain a ſenſe of it always, and return not to 
the commiſhon of it again. I will hear 
what God the Lord will ſpeak,” (Pf. Ixxxv. 8.) 
He complains before of the many ſorrows the 
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Church was under, he prays for deliverance. 
Re waits to hear what God will return as an 
anſwer; his faith truſts God will ſpeak peace, 
and the inference he makes is, „let them 
not return to the ſame folly again: It may 
not be uſeleſs on this account to write down 
the experience we have had of the carriage 
of God towards us, that God convinced us 

of ſuch a fin under ſuch an affliction, that 
we may not forget the ſenſe we have had of 

it. We ought to endeavour to retain it, for 
it is a means whereby we ſhall be made to 
walk humbly with our God all our days, 

Pray over the leſſons that the Spirit of God 
teaches you under affliction, that Crod would 
enforce them upon your conſciences, bring 
you to the practice of them, and mourn often 

over fin, and be much in meditation on ſuch 

Jubjeas. Had I pierced my Lord, my Re- 
deemer with a ſpear ſurely I ſhould hate that 
weapon again: now every fin is ſuch a wea- 
pon, eſpecially thoſe that God afflits us for. 
Had I contended with God and ſuffered un- 
der ſore rebukes, had I felt many bruiſes from 
him, on this account I ſhould be afraid of 
contending with him again. May we all 
then take up our meditations on the ſubject, 
and ſay, What have I learnt by any afflictions 

We wherewith 
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wherewith God has inſtructed me? Let ug 
ſearch our own ſouls, and aſk, Was T carnal-" 
ly minded before, and has God lifted up my 
ſoul to ſpiritual and divine thoughts now? 
Did I make the pleaſure of this life my cluef 
Joy and comfort before, and has God made 
them bitter to me now? Let me be afraid of 
loving earth and the pleaſures of it again. 
Has God diſcovered to me that I was too 
vain, too proud, and humbled me, let me 
fear vain glory again. Was I negligent of 
any religious duties before, and has God 
been purging away my iniquity by bringing 
ſorrows and troubles upon me? Oh! that I 
may for the future come with great delight 
into the preſence of God, and love to ap» 
proach him in his ordinances. Was I unfit 
for heaven before, unfit to die, and has God 
taught me to die, fitted me for the inheri- 
tance of the Saints above by any afflictive 
providences? Let me not loſe this meetneſs ' 
for heaven that I have learnt by troubles 
here on earth. Have I lived too much upon 
things ſeen, and has God cut off all ſuccours 


E from the things round about me? Let me 
| live more by faith, leſs by fight. Let us walk 
| humbly all our days till our ſouls ſhall be re- 


rerved to the manſions of the Lord, where 
there 
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chere ſhall be no more ſin in us, and no more 
reaſon of contention between God and our 
ſouls. Then the Spirit ſhall ceaſe his office 
of conviction of fin, and ſhall be nothing elſe 
but a Spirit of love, and light, and joy, and 
peace, and comfort, for ever and-ever. Amen. 
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